Suffolk Community College
Professor Janet Gulla



Email: gullaj@sunysuffolk.edu
Dept. Women’s Studies
Office hours by appt.

HM46- Sexism and the Humanities

Objectives:  To enable the student to:

1. Demonstrate an awareness and understanding of sexism: what it is, it’s cultural manifestations and implications especially for women;

2. Identify the philosophical and religious basis for sexism;

3. Recognize the sexist bias in language;

4. Explain sex roles, the division of labor, familial relationships, and the underlying power structures within;

5. Provide a general historical perspective of how sexism has affected the definitions of “woman” and “man”.

Attendance: class participation is considered in part of the student’s grade.  Attendance will be taken at every class.  The student must sign her/his name to an attendance sheet to verify her/his presence.
TARDINESS WILL HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE STUDENT’S GRADE.

Grades: There will be one paper that you will present in class and that will be 20% of the total grade.  There will be a research paper that will be 35% of the total grade.  There will be three essays assigned and that will be 30% of the total grade. Homework, class participation and attendance (including tardiness) will be 15% of the total grade.
Required Textbook: Reading Women’s Lives.  Compiled by Janet Gulla. Pearson Custom Publishing; 2005.
Handouts will be given out in class as needed and as part of the required reading.                                 

Papers: For the first paper the professor will divide the class into groups and assign each group a specific topic.  The student will have 2 weeks to write the paper and then will get together with their group in class to discuss their material and then present the material in unison.  The student will get a list of topics for the research paper and it will be due the last class of the semester. The professor will give further details for each paper in class.  The three essays will be handed out in class and the student will have 2 weeks to complete them. 
Homework: The Professor will assign homework during the course of the semester.
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TOPICS AND READINGS

8/31                    Introduction to course- outline and requirements

9/5
                    NO SCHOOL

9/7 & 9/12         Sexism definitions, issues, concepts and education:    p. 99-106                                                  

9/14                    Women and Religion: p. 1-24
9/19                    Women and the Law: p. 25-30
9/21 & 9/26        Socialization: p. 57-60
9/28 & 10/3         Feminists and Feminism: Past and Present
10/5- 10/19          Women, Health and Related Issues:  p. 43-56
10/24 & 10/31     Commonality and Difference: p. 61-80
11/2 & 11/7         Language & Communication: p. 81-94
11/9-11/16          Women and Work: In and Out of the Home: p. 95-98; p. 117-120
11/21-11/30         Power, Violence and Women: p. 107-116
11/23                    NO SCHOOL

12/5-12/7             Personal and Sexual Relationships
12/12-12/14         Family and Parenthood: p. 121-130
12/19                   Music, Art and Women 

12 /21                  Last class- Human Liberation Discussion
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TOPICS AND READINGS

1/25                    Introduction to course- outline and requirements

1/27-2/1             Sexism definitions, issues, concepts and education: p. 11-20; p. 39-42; 

                             p. 255-260.                          

2/3                     Women and Religion: p. 1-10; p.131-144.

2/8                     Women and the Law: p. 29-34.

2/10-2/17           Socialization: p. 61-72.


2/22-2/24           Feminists and Feminism: Past and Present: p. 73-88; p. 209-222.

3/1-3/10             Women, Health and Related Issues:  p. 21-28; p. 43-60; p. 183-208; 

                             p. 223-244; p. 245-254.

3/14-3/16           Commonality and Difference: p. 145-156; p. 157-166; p. 167-170; 

                              p.179-182.

3/22-3/24           Language & Communication: p. 261-275. 

3/29-3/31           NO SCHOOL

4/5-4/12             Women and Work: In and Out of the Home: p.89-96.

4/14-4/20           Power, Violence and Women: p. 117-130. 

4/26-5/3             Personal and Sexual Relationships: p. 97-100. 

5/5                     Family and Parenthood: p. 35-38; p. 101-106; p. 107-116.

 5/10                  Music, Art and Women 

  5/12                 Last class- Human Liberation Discussion

