Suffolk County Community College
Selden, New York

PL14/Critical Thinking

Prof. M. Mecklosky

OBJECTIVES:  To develop the ability to recognize and analyze fallacious arguments.  To develop the ability to reflect on issues.

PROCEDURES:  Readings, lectures, discussions, films, and class presentations.

TEXT:  Censored, 2005
Requirements for Completion of Course:
1. Term Papers: (1)  Comparison of categorization of fallacies with those found in a logic text.  (2) examples of evasions from magazines and newspapers.
2. Tuesday:  Students are required to hand in a précis of assigned story in book, on a 3 x 5 card.
3. Attendance – more than 2 absences can result in a withdrawal; e.g. two absences plus not up to date on assignments.
4. Two latenesses = 1 absence.

5. Two exams – midterm and final

6. A failure on an exam and more than 2 absences is a withdrawal.

7. Keep a weekly log

8. Grading – approximately 1/3 midterm, 1/3 final, 1/3 term papers and participation.

Weekly Outline:
1. Introduction to course

2. Ways of knowing

3. Uses of language, signs and symbols

4. Ignorance and processing information

5. Law of Rationality

6-15.  Study of informal fallacies, their rationale and significance – which will include application to contemporary problems.

